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Hundreds of parents, students and community members were a part of the recent Bilingual PAC 
(Parent Advisory Committee) conference at Pasco High.  Each year the event is a showcase of the 
cooperative relationship between district departments, higher education institutions, Partners in Edu-
cating All Kids  (PEAK!)  Partners and community agencies.  The conference was kicked off by a warm 
Pasco High welcome followed by a 2014 graduate who shared encouraging words about his educa-

tional journey and family’s support in reaching his goals.  This 
year’s parent sessions included the following topics:  math, bilin-
gual literacy, PreK—Kinder literacy, health, behavior, the role of 
school counselors and more. The lunchtime keynote speaker, Omar 
Escalera delivered a powerful message to parents while sharing his 
own testimony regarding the importance of family involvement in 
their students’ lives.  Students from grades PreK-12 attended clas-
ses led by teachers and volunteers from Columbia Basin College 
and WSU Tri-Cities.  Thank you to Pasco High and to PAC for host-
ing this district-wide event which supports student success!    

Try This Out 
ATP Team Member  

Descriptions 
Filling and recruiting for 
roles on ATP is an ongoing 
practice. Ensuring that 
these key committee 
member roles are filled on 
your team will foster 
r u n n i n g  e f f e c t i v e 
meetings.  In an effort to 
facilitate this, former ATP 
Chairs have designed and 
developed what is known 
as the job descriptions.  
T h e s e  o n e  p a g e 
documents descr ibe  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d 
commitment required for 
each of the following ATP 
roles:  co-chair, parent, 
scribe, timekeeper, host, 
publicity chair and sub-
committee chair.  Check 
out these tools and much 
more at the District ATP 
website at the following:  
http://www.psd1.org/site/
Default.aspx?PageID=545 

Cluster Meeting # 2 
Action Teams for Partnerships 
(ATP) Chairs joined District 
leaders on January 19th for the 
second cluster meeting of this 
school year! Guest speakers 
from the community and 
indiv iduals  represent ing 
groups within Pasco School 
District (PSD) were in 
attendance to share ideas and 
resources with ATP Chairs. The 
Children’s Reading Foundation 
of the Mid-Columbia presented 
about the resources available 

to share their PPP with their 
colleagues. They shared how 
this practice began, how it was 
implemented, and how it has 
benefited students, families, 
and community. Some brought 
samples of the work they have 
been doing and others shared 
pictures of the practice. 
ATP Chairs were invited to 
participate in a leadership 
activity to create a snowflake. 
This activity was to bring on 
conversations and dialogue 
regarding leadership. During 
the activity ATP Chairs were 
analyzing how each person is 
valuable in creating a team as 
it is necessary to have all 
strings together to make 
things happen. District ATP 
leaders shared important 
information to consider 
throughout the year and 
informed attendees about 
upcoming opportunities. 

through their office. Megan 
Nelson, Director of STEM 
Initiatives and Instructional 
Technology presented easy 
concepts on STEM that could 
be utilized at any event. This 
was a follow-up from the 
Summer ATP training.  Alma 
Duran, Special Programs 
Director also talked to ATP 
Chairs regarding Title I and 
how funds are allocated for 
Pasco schools. 
During the “Voices from the 
Field” segment, three of our 
six  winning Promising 
Partnership Practices (PPP) 
schools  were invited to speak. 
The six schools were 
published through the National 
Network of Partnerships in the 
2015 PPP collection series 
b o o k .  F r a n k l i n  S T E M 
E l e m e n t a r y ,  R o b i n s o n 
Elementary, and Ochoa Middle 
School ATP Chairs were asked 

Spotlight On: Annual Bilingual PAC Conference  

Connection 

Pasco School District Board of Directors Vice 
President Steve Christensen  greeted parents 

at the conference. 

ATP Chairs gather together during a 
collaborative leadership activity. 

http://www.psd1.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=545
http://www.psd1.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=545


Resource Corner: Family Reading Night Important Dates: 
 

Post High School Expo 

New Horizons 

February 4th  

10:20—11:30 a.m. 
 

Helping Parents Achieve 

Communication (HPAC) 

Pasco High  

February 4th  

5:30 p.m.  
 

Mardi Gras Math 

Rowena Chess 

February 9th  

5:30 p.m. 
 

President’s Day 

No School 

February 15th  
 

Science Fair 

Robert Frost 

February 24th  

5:30—6:30 p.m. 

Esmeralda Magaña-Valencia 

Parent Engagement Coordinator 

509-543-6714 

emagana@psd1.org 

 

Melissa Pierce  

Parent Partnership Coordinator 

509-543-6771 

mpierce@psd1.org 
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“ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.   

For questions or concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

This section of the ATP Connection newsletter highlights NNPS publications.  These 
research and involvement based resources feature ideas that may be modified and 
easily adapted to enhance your school’s program of school, family and community 
partnerships.  It is our hope that teams will reference these resources and implement 
ideas that will engage all families as partners in student success!   

 

If you are looking for ways to enhance or to start up a new and innovative 
Reading Night, look no further. The Family Reading Night 
is your new book. This book guides you with ideas that 
have been tried out and have worked. It shows you step-
by-step ways that easily allow you to build off of to make 
them your own. Not only is a Reading Night an academic 
activity, but it also fosters the importance of reading at 
home. This book is organized by month to meet your 
needs if you want a themed event. As an added bonus, the 
book offers translated activities in Spanish to help you  
target bilingual families. Any ATP member interested in 

checking out a copy of this book may contact 543-6771 to reserve it.   
 
 For more information and details about this original resource 

please visit the NNPS website at:  
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/publications/family-reading-

night.htm 

Quote of the Month:  

“Be somebody who makes everybody feel 

like a somebody”  - Kid President  
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